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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


Description  of  District. — The  town  has  an  acreage  of  738. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Cannock  Rural  District ; 011 
the  west  by  the  Wolverhampton  County  Borough  and  Willenhall 
Urban  District,  with  a broad  tongue  of  Bilston  Urban  District 
approaching  within  a few  yards  of  the  boundary,  and  on  the  east 
by  Wednesfield  Urban  District.  The  population  is  largely  an 
artisan  one,  and  is  grouped  together  in  three  centres:  Park 
Village  with  902  houses  in  the  north,  Heath  Town  proper  with 
1,260  houses  in  the  centre,  north-east  and  east,  and  Moseley 
Village  with  372  houses  in  the  south  east.  The  two  former 
centres,  though  distinct,  are  co  terminous  in  places  ; but  Moseley 
Village  is  situated  about  one  mile  off,  the  intervening  country 
being  sparsely  populated. 

Geologically,  the  district  is  divided  by  the  great  western 
boundary  fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield.  This  fault 
extends  as  an  almost  straight  line  from  S.W.  to  N.E.  It  may  be 
reproduced  on  the  map  by  drawing  a line  from  where  the  Mid- 
land Railway  crosses  over  the  Grand  Junction  Uine  to  where  the 
canal  runs  alongside  the  Wednesfield  Road,  continuing  it  along 
the  straight  part  of  the  road,  and  producing  it  in  both  directions 
to  the  boundaries.  North-west  of  this  line  are  the  Permian  beds, 
“ so  called,”  which  here  consist  of  irregular  bands  of  red,  white 
and  yellow  sandstone  of  varying  hardness,  and  intermixed  with 
red  marl  and  clay.  The  rocks  are  generally  covered  with  Boulder 
clay,  in  which  granite  boulders  freely  occur.  South-east  of  the 
fault  are  the  coal  measures,  while  just  in  the  south  of  the  loop 
line  bridge  over  Dean’s  Road  is  a small  dyke  of  dolerite.  I11  the 
sandstone  and  marl  formation  there  are  many  clay-pits  and 
brickworks.  In  the  coal  measures  the  pits  are  all  worked  out  or 
abandoned,  except  for  spasmodic  efforts  by  “ gins  ” and  similar 
devices  to  remove  portions  that  have  been  left. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fault  there  is  a watershed 
separating  the  basin  of  the  Severn  on  the  north-west  from  that 
of  the  Trent  on  the  south-east.  The  natural  drainage  of  the 
former  is  into  the  Smestow  Brook,  and  affluent  of  the  Stour, 
while  the  natural  drainage  of  latter  (which  escapes  percolating 
into  the  mines)  finds  it  way  into  the  Tame. 
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The  chief  industries  are  those  of  pump  manufacture,  trunk 
making,  lock  making,  ironworks,  hurdle  manufacture,  that  of 
insulated  dynamo  stampings,  and  other  stampings,  that  of 
portable  electric  lamps,  and  motor  fittings,  and  a new  industry 
for  lacquering  plates. 

The  district  is  well  supplied  with  medical  assistance,  there 
being  three  resident  doctors,  and  a large  number  come  in  from 
outside,  and  a large  number  of  patients  have  recourse  to  the 
General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton. 

Population. — Owing  to  the  desire  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  for  uniformity  in  practice  in  the  County  he  has  this  year 
made  an  estimate  for  each  District,  and  has  suggested  that  his 
estimate  be  adopted,  and  this  I have  done.  Further,  the 
Registrar  General  has  requested  that  owing  to  different  social 
and  economic  conditions  prevailing  in  different  parts  of  the 
Kingdom,  a factor  which  he  has  supplied  should  be  multiplied 
into  the  estimated  population,  so  as  to  standardize  the  population 
throughout  the  country,  and  this  I have  done. 

Infant  Death  Rate. — This  year  we  cannot  congratulate 
ourselves.  The  rate  is  high  relative  to  recent  years.  We  have 
to  go  back  to  1908  to  find  one  as  high,  and  then  back  again  to 
1905.  Climatic  conditions  have  been  favourable.  There  have 
been  no  long  spells  of  hot  weather,  and  there  has  been  a fair 
amount  of  rain,  and  house  flies  have  been  remarkably  absent. 
There  are  no  outstanding  causes  of  death.  Diarrhoea  heads  the 
list  with  eight,  There  were  one  case  in  April,  one  in  May,  one 
in  July,  two  in  September,  one  in  October,  and  two  in  November. 
There  were  seven  cases  of  Pneumonia,  all  occurring  from 
January  22nd  to  April  10th.  Measles  accounts  for  five  and 
Whooping  Cough  for  two.  There  were  six  deaths  from  Prema- 
ture Birth,  which  is  often  a disturbing  factor  in  our  Infantile 
Mortality.  In  1912  it  accounted  for  nine  deaths.  I11  no  other 
condition  does  the  sanitary  state  of  a district  and  the  efficient 
staffing  of  the  Council’s  Officers  find  so  clear  a reflex  than  in  the 
Infantile  Mortality.  The  reforms  that  I have  pressed  home  to 
your  Council  from  year  to  year  are  to  some  extent  maturing,  but 
still  far  from  realisation.  The  chief  points  are: — The  gradual 
abolition  of  the  privj^  and  ashpit,  and  substitution  of  water 
carriage  and  sanitary  bins,  the  effectual  destruction  of  all 
garbage,  the  appointment  of  a Health  Visitor,  who  will  carry  out 
the  work  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts,  enquiries  relating  to 
cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  also  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
other  Non-Notifiable  Diseases.  The  Infantile  Death  Rate  for 
1912,  was  877,  as  against  112  for  County  (Urban)  average,  and 
101  for  that  of  the  great  towns, 
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There  is  no  evidence  that  any  large  number  of  mothers  go 
out  to  work  leaving  their  infants  in  other  hands.  There  is  still, 
however,  a great  deal  of  ignorance  and  carelessness,  which  may 
not  be  satisfactorily  dealt  with  until  we  have  a new  generation 
of  mothers  taught  at  school  the  subjects  of  elementary  hygiene. 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907.  — T have  every  year  since 
it  was  passed  into  law  advocated  its  adoption,  and  the  provision 
of  a Health  Visitor,  and  the  necessary  machinery  to  carry  it  out. 
I hope  a scheme  will  soon  mature. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools. — This  is  worked  by  the 
County  Council  entirely,  and  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  has  no  official  cognisance  of  the  work.  In  my  work  at 
Wolverhampton  General  Hospital,  I see  abundant  evidence  of 
the  work,  both  for  Wolverhampton  Borough  and  the  surrounding 
County  Districts,  and  frequently  have  to  treat  cases  referred  to 
us.  But  it  becomes  more  clearly  evident  from  year  to  year  that 
the  resourses  of  voluntary  hospitals  are  too  severely  strained  to 
undertake  the  work  referred  to  them  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers,  and  that  it  will  become  incumbent  upon  Education 
Authorities  (by  Statute  if  necessary)  to  undertake  and  bear  the 
cost  of  necessitous  cases,  and  also  to  see  that  every  case  is 
treated.  Statutory  treatment  of  school  children  by  Education 
Authorities  is  an  inevitable  corollary  of  statutory  examination 
by  Education  Authorities.  Then  indeed  we  may  see  greater 
results  in  the  Public  Health  of  the  District,  for  surely  this  is  pre- 
ventive work  of  first  class  character  and  of  sound  economic 
significance. 

Sanitation  of  Schools. — Two  non-provided  schools  have 
pail  closets,  and  we  hope  to  get  these  converted  during  the  year. 
The  provided  schools  have  all  been  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  are  in  an  excellent  state  of  sanitation. 

General  Death  Rate. — This  is  14  09,  a rude  reminder  that 
in  spite  of  very  favourable  years  recently,  we  have  not  reached 
perfection  in  sanitation.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  slightly  above 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years. 

In  1912  the  Death  Rate  was  11*9,  as  compared  with  14*4 
County  (Urban)  average,  and  13-8  that  of  the  great  towns. 

Birth  Rate.— This  is  29*08,  and  is  higher  than  the  last  two 
years,  and  almost  the  same  as  the  year  before,  but  distinctly 
lower  than  that  of  many  years  before  that. 

In  1912  it  was  26  2,  as  compared  with  29,  County  (Urban) 
average,  and  24*9  that  of  the  large  towns, 


7 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. — This  is  rather  considerable,  being 
44,  the  cases  being,  Measles  24,  Diarrhoea  16,  Whooping  Cough 
3,  vScarlet  Fever  2,  Enteric,  Diphtheria,  Influenza,  1 each.  The 
epidemic  of  Measles  was  of  a very  severe  type,  and  three  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  in  the  Hospital  were  of  a malignant  and  septic 
type,  one  of  which,  however,  recovered. 

Isolation.— -I  described  last  year  the  enlargements  and 
improvements  that  have  recently  been  made  in  the  Hospital. 
During  the  year  there  was  a considerable  interval  when  the 
Hospital  was  empty,  and  at  this  time  opportunity  was  seized 
upon  to  thoroughly  renovate  the  interior  and  exterior,  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  and  the  beginning  of  the  present  one,  an 
acetylene  plant  was  put  in,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  amenities 
and  efficiency  of  the  work. 

Further,  the  water  tanks  have  been  enlarged  and  improved 
in  their  arrangement,  so  that  the  hot  water  circulation  is  in  good 
condition,  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  the  supply  failing.  I11 
the  early  part  of  the  year  an  arrangement  was  made  for  the  con- 
necting up  to  the  telephone  service,  which  will  be  a great  boon 
and  a practical  necessity  in  such  an  isolated  spot.  Up  to  the 
time  of  printing,  the  Postal  Authorities  have  not  carried  out  the 
work. 

The  great  disadvantage  remaining  is  the  condition  of  the 
road.  A private  road  runs  for  about  a quarter-mile,  and  is  used 
for  more  than  half  its  distance  by  heavy  carts  conveying  ashes 
and  refuse  to  tips.  This  traffic  has  been  aggravated  by  the 
opening  of  two  shafts  for  working  the  pillars  of  an  old  coal  mine, 
which  are  close  to  the  road,  and  the  carts  to  it  perhaps  doubles 
the  traffic,  and  this  part  of  the  road  is  much  worse  than  it  ever 
has  been.  The  remainder  of  the  road  to  the  Hospital  is,  how- 
ever, in  good  condition.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  get  the  firms 
using  the  tips  to  deposit  ashes  and  clinkers  on  thp  road, 
spreading  them  at  the  same  time.  But  this  does  not  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  case,  and  nothing  but  metalling  the  road  will 
serve  the  purpose.  This  was  done  recently  in  the  case  of  the 
road  from  the  Cleveland  Ironworks  to  Collier}'  Street,  Wolver- 
hampton, across  the  Old  Heath.  Formerly  tinkering  with  the 
road  had  been  frequently  done  with  great  cost  and  little  result. 
Now  the  problem  has  been  faced  squarely  and  the  road  has  been 
properly  paved  and  metalled,  and  it  remains  in  good  condition 
and  requires  very  few  repairs.  The  dilemma  of  having  to  leave  the 
car  or  bicycle  a quarter  of  a mile  away,  and  walk  the  distance  or 
drive  up  over  a surface  that  threatens  dire  results  to  tyres  and 
springs,  with  all  the  latent  possibilities  of  bad  skids,  is  not  one 
calculated  to  encourage  the  Medical  Officer  to  frequently  repeat 
the  visits  except  in  cases  of  necessities. 
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The  question  of  laying  on  of  water  service  is  still  before 
your  Committee,  but  nothing  has  been  decided  yet. 

Isolation  for  Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever  has  been  pro- 
vided for  at  Wolverhampton  General  Hospital  under  certain 
conditions.  Provision  for  Small  Pox  has  been  made  at  the 
South  Staffordshire  Small  Pox  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  have  been  64  cases,  a rate  of  4-90,  51 
of  whom  have  been  removed  to  the  Hospital,  a percentage 
isolation  of  79-69.  There  were  several  cases  with  very  severe 
complications,  two  of  whom  died.  The  following  describes 
briefly  some  of  them  : — Case  1 : Pseudo  Diphtheritic  patch  on 
one  tonsil,  report  negative,  albuminuria,  had  Diphtheria 
antitoxin.  Case  2 : Scarletinal  Rheumatism.  Case  3 : Copious 
albuminuria,  eventually  clearing  up.  Case  4:  Necrosis  of  tonsils 
and  soft  palate,  greatly  enlarged  glands,  had  Diphtheria 
antitoxin,  improved,  sat  up  for  a fortnight,  then  had  relapse,  and 
developed  purpura  and  died.  Case  5 : Pseudo  Diphtheritic 
patches  on  fauces,  and  profuse  nasal  discharge,  containing  strep- 
tococcus aureus,  and  autogenous  vaccine  given,  also  Diphtheria 
serum,  Retraction  of  head  for  a few  days.  Rotheln-like  rash. 
Case  6 : Pseudo  Diphtheritic  patches  on  fauces,  rotheln-like  rash. 
Enlarged  glands  and  Cellulitis  of  neck  and  pyaemia,  had 
streptococcus  vaccine  and  Diphtheria  antitoxin.  Died. 

At  one  time  several  cases  occurred  consecutively  in  St. 
Faith’s  School,  and  Mr.  Pickering  and  I visited  the  school  and 
endeavoured  to  find  out  if  there  were  any  carriers.  We  also 
visited  all  the  infected  houses,  and  in  one  shop,  where  milk, 
sweets  and  bread  were  sold,  three  children  were  found  peeling, 
and  the  sale  of  food  was  forbidden.  I therefore  caused  the  dis- 
seminating school  to  be  closed,  and  the  threatened  invasion  was 
promptly  arrested. 

Diphtheria. — Three  cases  have  been  notified,  a rate  of  "23 
per  thousand,  of  which  one  has  died. 

The  Council  pay  for  Antitoxin,  used  both  for  treatment  and 
prophylactic  purposes,  provided  that  the  patient  or  friends  are 
unable  to  pay  for  it. 

Enteric  Fever. — After  many  years  of  exemption  we  had  one 
case  in  1912,  and  five  cases  this  year.  There  was  nothing  in  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  to  call  for  suspicion. 

Measles. — There  has  been  a .serious  epidemic  during  the 
year.  It  was  specially  abundant  in  Woden  Road  Infants’  School, 
and  in  Moseley  Village  Infants’  School.  As  a consequence  of 
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this  outbreak,  I advised  the  closing  of  the  following  schools  : — 
Moseley  Village  Infants,  Prestwood  Road  Infants,  Prestwood 
Road  Mixed,  and  again  Moseley  Village  Infants.  The  total 
number  of  cases  reported  was  136.  The  mortality  was  24. 

Whooping  Cough. — Thirty-six  cases  have  been  reported 
with  a mortality  of  three. 

Mumps. — Twenty  cases  have  been  reported. 

Closure  of  and  Exclusion  of  Children  from  School,  Non- 
Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — I have  described  in  the  last 
two  3rears’  reports  the  procedures  decided  upon  for  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  in  the  Administrative  County  for  putting  in 
force  the  joint  Memorandum  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Board  of  Education.  I recommended 
that  this  should  be  put  in  force,  and  for  this  purpose  an  officer  of 
the  Council  should  follow  up  all  cases  of  non-notifiable  disease 
reported  by  the  school  teachers,  but  to  that  proposal  you  have 
not  formulated  any  definite  scheme,  so  that  individual  exclusion 
is  done  only  by  the  School  Authorities. 

Two  3^ears  ago  I referred  at  some  length  to  the  Report  of  Dr. 
Newsholme  on  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough,  and  especially  to 
the  fact  that  in  1910  the  mortality  for  Measles  and  also  that  from 
Whooping  Cough  were  each  very  much  the  same  as  the  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Enteric,  and  Small  Pox  com- 
bined, and  to  the  specific  dictum  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  Conference  “ that  systematic  visiting  at  frequent  intervals 
was  necessary,  that  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be 
provided  with  adequate  staff  for  the  purpose.” 

Measles  has  been  with  us  much  during  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year,  with  the  resultant  heavy  mortality,  and  there  may 
follow  the  long  train  of  sequelae,  deafness,  tuberculosis  and  other 
serious  maladies,  and  yet  we  have  our  hands  tied  because  your 
Council  have  been  unable  to  adopt  the  measures  recommended. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — I have  advocated  continuously 
and  persistently  the  strenuous  campaign  against  Phthisis.  The 
first  stage  was  arrived  at  two  years  ago  in  the  universal  com- 
pulsory notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Last  3^ear  the 
National  Insurance  Act  came  into  force  as  far  as  Sanatorium 
benefit  was  concerned.  Last  year  I pointed  out  the  value  and 
necessity  of  following  up  notifications  by  systematic  visiting  b3' 
the  Council’s  officer  appointed  for  this  purpose.  The  sanitary 
condition  of  houses,  the  sleeping  arrangements  and  the  personal 
cleanliness  of  patients  should  be  noted  and  corrected,  and 
valuable  advice  could  be  given  from  time  to  time.  So  far  >*our 
Council  has  not  been  able  to  provide  this  officer. 
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During  the  year  1912,  as  an  experiment,  I personally  visited 
each  case  notified  where  a correct  address  was  given,  and  dis- 
tributed cards  of  Instruction,  and  gave  orders  for  spit-flasks 
where  necessary,  and  observed  the  sanitary  conditions,  and  these 
were  corrected  where  required,  and  have  ordered  the  disinfection 
of  dwellings  in  case  of  death,  but  as  nothing  further  was  done,  I 
have  not  done  this  except  in  isolated  cases  this  year. 

I am  afraid  that  single  visits  are  of  comparatively  little  use. 
Repeated  visits  with  comprehensive  reports  are  necessary.  The 
selection  of  cases  for  Sanatorium  does  not  rest  with  the  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  he  is  not  cognisant  of  what  cases 
are  sent  to  the  Sanatorium,  when  they  go  or  when  they  return, 
and  under  these  circumstances  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
advantage  in  a complete  visitation  of  these  cases  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

During  the  year  the  provisions  of  the  Insurance  Act  have 
been  coming  into  force,  and  the  machinery  has  got  into  a fair 
state  of  working  order.  A Tuberculosis  Officer  for  South 
Staffordshire  and  Wolverhampton  has  been  appointed,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Wolverhampton  Insurance  Committee,  I have 
seen  a good  deal  of  the  working  of  the  Act  in  that  Borough, 
though  I am  not  so  cognisant  with  its  working  in  your  District. 
The  Tuberculosis  Officer  had  not  made  any  visits  to  the  homes 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

With  regard  to  Section  E of  Dr.  Newsholme’s  Memorandum, 
the  answers  to  the  questions  may  be  summarized  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Visits  made  on  receipt  of  primary  notifications : 

Practically  nil. 

( b ) Subsequent  visits  : Nil. 

(c)  Nature  of  arrangements  for  the  detection  of  unrecognized 

cases  of  Tuberculosis  associated  with  notified  cases  of 
the  disease  : Nil.  It  is  proposed  that  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  will  do  some  of  the  work  of  this  kind. 

( d ) Nature  of  arrangements  made  or  proposed  for  utilizing 

the  services  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  of  Nurses  for  the 
above  purpose : The  Turberculosis  Officer  will  doubt- 
less do  some  part  of  the  work,  and  although  he  is  not 
supposed  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  sanitary 
conditions,  any  suggestions  by  him  will  be  welcomed 
and  attended  to,  and  provision  should  be  made  to 
obviate  any  overlapping  of  work.  The  nebulous 
Health  Visitor  when  she  condenses  into  actuality  will 
doubtless  undertake  much  of  this  work. 

(e)  Measures  for  Cleansing  and  Disinfection  : Nil, 

There  were  13  cases  notified. 
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Investigation  of  other  Diseases.  (Memo.  M 152).— 
“ Prevalence  of  Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea.”  It  is  generally 
believed  that  there  is  very  little,  at  any  rate  judging  from  hospital 
practice.  The  General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  have  equipped 
a new  modern  Pathological  Laboratory,  where  Wasserman’s 
Reaction  is  done,  and  refined  methods  of  detecting  Treponema 
pallida  and  Gonococcus  are  in  use.  Salvarsan  is  also  employed. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. — Three  specimens  were  sent 
by  the  Resident  Medical  Officer  at  the  Workhouse,  eight 
specimens  by  me  from  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  three  from 
General  Practitioners.  Ten  were  for  Diphtheria  bacilli,  four  for 
Tubercle  bacilli. 

Adoptive  Acts. — These  may  be  again  recorded  for  reference. 
Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  adopted.  Housing  of 
Working  Classes,  1890,  not  adopted.  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  part  iii.  adopted.  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  not 
adopted.  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1907,  parts  ii,  iii,  iv, 
and  Section  95,  adopted.  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  adopted.  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  Order,  1910,  adopted 
conditionally. 

Working  of  Town  Planning  Act  (Housing). — The  powerful 
engine  placed  in  our  hands  by  this  Act  has  been  used  with  great 
vigour  during  the  year.  I have  complained  in  previous  years  of 
over-cautiousness  in  the  attitude  of  the  Council,  and  many  of  my 
“ representations  ” have  been  unheeded.  But  in  1912  you  formed 
a Housing  Committee,  and  have  gone  round  yourselves,  and 
have  seen  that  the  pictures  we  have  painted  have  not  been  too 
lurid.  The  Inspector  has  spent  a great  deal  of  time  upon  this 
work,  details  of  which  will  be  presented  in  his  section  of  the 
report.  The  inertia  of  years  has  been  overcome  and  the  machine 
is  now  steadily  moving.  As  a result  many  houses  were  closed  in 
1912  upon  my  representation,  and  many  more  this  year,  and 
others  are  still  under  consideration.  Some  in  bad  repair  or 
causing  obstruction  have  been  demolished.  Others  again  that 
are  hopelessly  insanitary,  and  all  representations  had  hitherto 
failed  to  evoke  a response,  when  the  owners  received  a closing 
notice,  and  saw  the  object  lesson  of  the  demolition  of  neighbour- 
ing houses,  the  repairs  have  been  forthwith  put  in  hand. 

This  work  has  had  special  reference  to  Moseley  Village. 
This  is  a detached  village  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  load 
from  Wolverhampton  to  Willenhall,  a small  triangle  bounded  by 
that  road,  Deans  Road,  and  High  Street  and  its  adjoining  courts. 
The  country  around  is  very  sparsely  populated,  and  in  some 
directions  is  quite  open  country  for  miles.  But  the  little  triangle 
itself  was  densely  packed  with  irregular  back  courts  without 
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adequate  breathing  space,  and  the  houses  were  very  old,  small, 
small-roomed,  dilapidated,  and  until  recently  with  practically  no 
drainage  but  open  irregular  gutters  and  natural  tracks. 

The  place  has  been  our  despair  in  former  years,  the  statutory 
notices  have  been  ignored  by  the  owners,  and  not  followed  by 
more  drastic  measures.  It  has  been  a decaying  village. 
Formerly  the  scene  of  busy  activities,  many  collieries  and  blast 
furnaces.  Now  these  have  all  departed,  and  some  of  the  old 
miners  remain,  but  their  work  lies  in  the  pits  in  the  Essington 
district,  manj^  miles  away.  There  is  one  large  hurdle  works  in 
the  village,  which  employs  many  men,  but  this  is  the  only 
industry.  The  Inspector  states  that  hitherto  all  the  dispossessed 
inhabitants  have  found  fresh  houses,  and  I have  no  doubt  this 
will  be  the  usual  result,  and  I hope  without  any  overcrowding. 
Cases  of  overcrowding  have  indeed  been  found.  Some  very  bad 
cases,  two  families  in  very  small  houses,  but  this  appears  to  have 
been  due  to  eviction  for  failure  in  paying  rent,  and  the  dis- 
possessed family  have  found  refuge  in  another  house  already  full. 
There  have  been  no  new  buildings  within  this  triangle,  but  there 
are  comparatively  new  houses  to  the  east  and  west  along  Willen- 
hall  Road. 

The  principle  of  our  action  has  been  that  it  is  necessary  to 
remove  some  of  the  houses  in  the  densely  congested  areas,  and  to 
select  for  demolition  those  that  were  most  obstructive  and  at  the 
same  time  most  insanitary.  Much  of  the  work  has  been  already 
carried  out,  and  when  it  has  been  completed,  a great  change  will 
have  taken  place  in  the  complexion  of  the  village,  and  our  critics 
of  a little  over  a year  ago  will  scarcely  know  their  way  about. 
In  my  last  report  I asked  the  Inspector  to  prepare  a map  of 
Moseley  Village,  showing  the  alterations  and  demolitions  for  the 
year,  and  your  Council  have  consented  to  have  some  copies  pre- 
pared for  attachment  in  the  official  copies  of  that  report.  This 
will  show  better  than  description  the  extensive  character  of  the 
work.  There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  however,  in  Moseley 
Village. 

Besides  domolition,  thorough  ventilation  has  been  insisted 
upon,  and  where  the  back  of  the  premises  abut  on  another 
property,  with  the  owners  of  which  no  arrangements  could  be 
made,  we  have  endeavoured  to  secure  this  by  inserting  skylights, 
with  a touching  faith  that  sometimes  these  skylights  may  be 
opened.  In  back-to-back  houses,  one  or  both  set  have  been 
demolished. 

In  areas  such  as  New  Street  and  Church  Street,  Grove  Street 
and  north  end  of  Deans  Road,  work  has  been  done.  The  arch 
over  entrance  of  New  Street  should  be  abolished.  There  are 
other  houses  between  Prestwood  Road  and  Bushbury  Road,  and 
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also  in  Bank  Street  and  Wood  Street,  and  the  ever-running  sore 
of  the  central  part  of  Deans  Road  that  are  unsatisfactory.  I have 
inspected  the  whole  of  the  slummy  part  of  the  district,  some 
parts  with  great  frequency  and  detail,  and  also  many  of  the  mean 
streets  that  are  not  slums. 

There  have  been  84  houses  demolished  in  recent  years,  and 
in  the  last  three  years  there  have  been  40  houses  erected  in 
Fallings  Park,  39  in  Heath  Town,  and  11  houses  on  Willenliall 
Road.  I11  the  absence  of  evidence  of  private  enterprise,  the 
Council  .should  consider  the  question  of  building  houses  for  the 
working  classes,  to  supply  homes  for  those  dispossessed  or  about 
to  be  dispossessed. 

Excrement  and  Refuse  Disposal. — Until  three  years  ago, 
the  normal  type  of  closet  in  all  but  the  newest  houses  was  what 
was  known  locally  as  a “ dry  ash  closet,”  a privy  of  small  dimen- 
sions with  concrete  floor  and  a side  door,  and  into  it  the 
household  ashes  were  supposed  to  be  put  to  deodorise  the 
excreta  Unfortunately  they  seldom  deserved  the  adjective 
“ dry,”  and  were  often  very  moist,  and  foul  fluid  escaped  into  the 
3mrds.  Often  there  were  no  fires,  and  therefore,  no  ash,  and 
often  insufficient  ash  to  accomplish  its  purpose.  They  were 
emptied  once  a fortnight,  the  contents  emptied  into  wheel- 
barrows and  thrown  011  the  streets,  and  transferred  into  a leaky 
wooden  cart.  I have  for  long  denounced  this  practice,  and 
advocated  the  use  of  portable  bins  instead  of  barrows,  and  the 
use  of  tumbler  carts  instead  of  wooden  carts.  The  former 
practice  has  now  been  carried  011  in  some  (but  not  all)  cases  for 
over  two  years,  and  now  you  use  a tumbler  cart.  Both  of  which 
will  improve  conditions,  but  I hope  soon  that  the  conservancy 
system  will  be  a thing  of  the  past.  During  the  year  there  have 
been  many  conversions  into  water  carriage  sj'Stem.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  year  there  were  Water  Closets,  251  ; Waste- 
water  Closets,  969  ; Small  Privies,  905  ; Privy  Middens,  4 ; Pans, 
in  two  schools  only.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  Water 
Closets,  281 ; Waste  water  Closets,  1,060  ; Small  Privies,  784  ; 
Privy  Middens,  4 ; and  Pans,  which  are  only  at  the  two  Church 
of  England  Schools,  and  we  hope  to  see  these  Pans  converted 
during  the  year. 

The  Inspector  tells  me  that  already  the  abolition  of  so  many 
privies  has  very  materially  lightened  the  cost  of  scavenging.  I 
hope  that  during  the  next  }^ear  or  two  we  may  be  able  to  report 
that  the  last  privy  of  ash  closet  has  been  abolished. 

The  use  of  galvanized  bins  for  refuse  and  garbage  has  been 
much  more  frequent,  but  the  tendancy  has  been  to  provide 
insufficient  accommodation  and  for  tenants  to  misuse  them,  and 
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also  to  litter  their  yard  with  garbage  instead  of  putting  it  in  the 
bins  and  replacing  the  lid. 

The  use  of  tips  for  refuse  disposal  is  very  objectionable. 
Some  form  of  mechanical  destruction  should  supplant  the  effete 
method. 

The  remission  of  the  whole  or  part  of  the  water  rate  for  the 
use  of  water  closets  would  greatly  enhance  the  future  sanitation 
of  the  district. 

Sewerage — River  Pollution. — The  district  is  traversed  by  a 
watershed  running  close  to  the  line  of  the  canal  and  the  western 
Boundary  fault  of  the  South  Staffordshire  Coalfield,  which  while 
it  does  not  form  any  conspicuous  feature  in  the  landscape, 
effectually  sends  its  north-western  waters  into  the  basin  of  the 
Severn  and  sends  its  south  eastern  waters  into  the  basin  of  the 
Tame.  It  has  been  therefore  necessary  to  construct  two  sewerage 
systems.  That  on  the  N.W.  drains  Heath  Town  proper  and 
Park  Village,  and  is  carried  to  the  outfalls  at  Coven  Heath,  three 
miles  away,  where  it  is  disposed  of  by  precipitation  tanks  and 
broad  irrigation.  The  final  effluent  being  into  the  tributary  of 
the  Penk.  The  effluent  whenever  taken  has  been  found  to  be 
very  satisfactory.  There  is  also  a storm  water  filtration  tank. 
When,  however,  the  resources  of  the  broad  irrigation  have  been 
exhausted,  it  would  be  far  preferable  to  have  septic  tanks  instead 
of  acquiring  new  land.  Moseley  Village  on  the  other  side  of  the 
watershed  has  its  own  system,  and  the  outfall  is  close  to  the 
village,  where  the  treatment  is  tank  sedimentation,  and  broad 
irrigation. 

The  Wednesfield  brook,  which  joins  the  Smestow  near 
Stratton  Street,  used  to  get  polluted,  but  now  that  has  been 
prevented. 

The  small  areas  still  undrained  to  the  sewer  I have 
mentioned  in  detail  in  previous  reports.  That  in  the  central 
portion  of  Deans  Road  is-  roughly  square,  on  one  side  of  the  road, 
about  2>h  acres  in  area,  the  houses  numbering  about  30,  and 
irregularly  scattered,  and  of  low  rateable  value.  The  distance 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  sewer  to  the  nearest  house  is  about 
1,100  feet,  and  to  the  furthest  house  1,900  feet.  The  drainage 
has  in  the  past  been  conspicuous  by  its  absence,  there  being 
frequently  large  pools  of  sewerage  in  the  yards,  the  drains  to 
cesspits  choked  up  and  the  cesspits  improperly  constructed. 
Now  much  of  this  has  been  obviated,  cesspits  properly  con- 
structed, and  in  some  cases  the  houses  drain  directly  into  the 
field,  but  many  of  the  buildings  are  already  below  the  minimum 
standard  of  habitability,  and  others  will  rapidly  become  so,  and 
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it  is  only  a question  of  time  before  most  of  them  follow  “ Brook 
Row.”  I believe  there  is  no  local  industry  that  retains  the 
inhabitants  on  the  spot. 

The  houses  near  Barnfield  Farm  in  Deans  Road,  also 
undrained,  are  nine  in  number,  and  awkwardly  related  to  the 
sewers,  and  during  last  year  have  caused  no  trouble  with  their 
drainage.  If,  however,  a complete  survey  were  made  it  might 
be  found  possible  to  join  up  to  the  Old  Heath  sewer. 

The  houses  at  the  east  end  of  Willenhall  Road  have  been 
waiting  for  the  Willenhall  sewer  to  come  towards  them  from 
Portobello,  and  now  this  sewer  has  been  brought  up  by  the 
Willenhall  District  Council  along  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
as  far  as  the  corner  opposite  Deans  Road  End.  Negotiations 
are  proceeding  between  Willenhall  Council  and  your  Council  for 
the  purpose  of  connecting  up  your  drains  to  the  former’s  sewer. 

Water  Supply. — This  is  supplied  by  Wolverhampton  Cor- 
poration from  the  Pumping  Station  at  Cosford,  and  during  the 
last  year  the  supplementary  supply  from  the  new  boring  at  Tet- 
tenhall  has  been  laid  on,  both  borings  being  through  the  Keuper 
and  Bunter  sandstones  and  conglomerates. 

The  new  supply  has  enabled  the  Corporation  to  supply 
greater  pressure  and  volume  to  the  higher  districts,  so  that  the 
summit  of  Prestwood  Road,  where  the  supply  has  been  defective 
in  past  times,  may  hope  to  get  a constant  supply.  It  has  never 
been  known  or  suspected  of  having  any  plumbo  solvent  action. 

There  are  five  wells  in  the  district. 

Slaughter- houses. — These  are  ali  conducted  in  a satisfac- 
tory manner,  except  that  manure  and  offal  are  not  removed 
sufficiently  frequently.  A new  one  is  in  course  of  erection. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — The  Cowsheds  are  on  the  whole 
satisfactory,  except  one  by  new  Slaughter-House.  Many  of  the 
Dairies  are  Milkshops  with  primitive  arrangements,  but  nothing- 
objectionable.  One  Milk,  Sweet  and  Breadshop  in  Powell  Street, 
had  to  be  closed  owing  to  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  house. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — I have  inspected  many  of  these. 
The  sanitary  arrangements  are  satisfactory. 

Roads. — In  this  connection  one  matter  calls  for  attention, 
and  that  is,  that  in  a comparatively  poor  District,  a large  amount 
is  necessarily  spent  on  the  upkeep  of  roads  having  a large 
through  traffic,  and  which  apparently  should  be  County  roads, 
and  the  District  is  thereby  impoverished  in  such  a manner  as  to 
limit  the  possibilities  of  Sanitary  Administration. 
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The  main  artery  of  the  town,  Wolverhampton  Road,  is  a 
main  road  from  Wolverhampton  through  Heath  Town,  to  Wed- 
nesfield,  New  Invention,  Bloxwich,  Pelsall,  Hammerwich  and 
Lichfield.  It  has  one  of  the  heaviest  traffics  in  Wolverhampton 
and  neighbourhood,  and  it  and  its  continuation,  Wednesfield 
Road,  Wolverhampton,  are  always  requiring  repair.  There  are 
two  County  Roads  in  the  District,  Willenhall  Road  and  Cannock 
Road,  both  on  the  fringe  of  the  District,  and  their  united  traffic 
would  not  come  up  to  that  on  Wolverhampton  Road.  If  your 
Council  were  relieved  of  the  incubus  of  the  up  keep  of  this  road, 
it  would  release  a considerable  amount  for  sanitary  provisions. 
Another  financial  obstacle  is  the  inevitable  widening  of  the 
bridge  canying  the  Grand  Junction  Railway  over  the  Cannock 
Road,  a thoroughfare  that  affects  Wolverhampton  and  the 
County  very  much,  but  affecting  the  local  interests  of  Heath 
Town  District  very  little  relatively,  and  it  would  appear  that  the 
contributions  from  the  three  authorities  should  vary  according 
to  their  interest  and  also  their  ability. 

If  the  incubus  resulting  from  these  expenditures,  one  actual 
and  the  other  expected,  could  be  removed,  a way  might  be  paved 
for  sanitary  reform  on  an  ampler  scale. 

Recreation  Ground, — Two  years  ago,  in  commemoration  of 
the  Coronation  Festivities,  a large  tract  of  ground  was  acquired 
by  the  Council  in  close  proximity  to  Fallings  Park  and  Park 
Village,  and  within  easy  access  of  the  main  part  of  Heath  Town, 
and  converted  into  an  excellent  recreation  ground  for  the 
children,  and  has  been  much  appreciated  by  them.  This  wise 
provision  will  be  a substantial  contribution  to  the  health  of  the 
rising  generation. 

Two  years  ago  I referred  to  the  grove  of  fine  old  trees, 
mostly  beech  and  birch,  which  crowned  the  summit  of  Bushbury 
Hill,  and  which  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  County 
Council,  which  had  acquired  the  land  for  small  holdings.  I am 
glad  to  report  that  your  Council,  together  with  that  of  Wednesfield 
and  Bushbury,  have  bought  the  strip  of  ground  containing  the 
trees,  and  so  have  saved  them  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  public. 
They  form  one  of  the  pleasantest  features  of  the  neighbourhood, 
and  are  much  prized  by  the  inhabitants  of  your  and  other 
Districts,  and  will  form  a pleasant  park,  from  whence  the  view 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  locality. 

Staff.— In  previous  years  I have  referred  to  this  at  length. 
Owing  to  recent  legislation  and  Orders  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  the  work  of  your  staff  has  greatly  increased.  The 
staff  is  still  confined  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (who  is  also  Surveyor  and  Secretary  to  the 
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Committee),  and  the  Clerk.  I have  pointed  out  that  there  was 
ample  work  for  a whole-time  Inspector,  and  that  it  was  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
the  Tuberculosis  investigations,  and  enquiries  into  non -notifiable 
diseases  fora  Health  Visitor  to  be  appointed,  and  also  that  it  was 
time  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  should  be  materially  aug- 
mented. I am  glad  to  have  to  report  that  the  salaries  of  both 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector  have  been  increased, 
but  I hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  a Health  Visitor  is  appointed 
and  the  whole  machinery  is  got  into  working  order. 

In  connection  with  this  question  of  adequate  staffing  of  small 
areas,  last  year  I made  reference  to  the  Report  for  that  year  of 
the  Medical  Officer  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  On  pages 
lxii.  and  lxiii.  he  gives  expression  to  the  demand  in  various 
quarters  for  a reorganisation  of  the  local  public  health  service  by 
means  of  a statutory  redistribution  of  local  sanitary  areas,  in  such 
a manner  that  each  unit  is  large  enough  to  maintain  a Medical 
Officer  of  Health  giving  his  whole  time  to  the  public  work,  the 
compulsory  formation  within  the  County  of  combinations  of 
existing  districts  for  the  appointment  of  Sanitary  Officers,  on 
lines  similar  to  that  of  Scotland.  A Bill  on  similar  lines  was 
promoted  by  the  British  Medical  Association  in  1905,  and  legis- 
lation 011  these  lines  is  bound  to  take  place  sooner  or  later,  and 
the  rapidity  of  this  development  would  probably  depend  on  the 
readiness  with  which  existing  authorities  realise  in  practice  the 
responsibilities  committed  to  them  by  Parliament  and  the  Local 
Government  Board. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  ALFRED  CODD. 


TABLE  I.— Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1913  and  previous  Years. 
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properly  belonging  to  it  with  the  corresponding  rates. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)— 738. 
Total  Population  at  all  ages  ..  ..  12,276  : 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ..  ..  2,448  > At  Census  1911. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  . . 5 01  ) 
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TABLE  II. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  year  1913. 


Isolation  Hospital,  Heath  Town  (Scarlet  Fever). 

Total  available  beds  ..  14 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  . . 1 

General  Hospital,  Wolverhampton  (Enteric  and  Diphtheria). 


South  Staffordshire  Small  Pox  Hospital  (Small  Pox  and  Tuberculosis). 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Percentage  Isolation  for  8 years  before  1905  . . 

37-5I 

" duriu 

g 1905 

73-3 

II  1 

1906 

96- 

It  II 

1907 

905 

II  II 

1908 

655 

II  u 

1909 

727 

a 

1910 

73’3 

1911 

86-6 

, 

1912 

••  87-5 

•< 

1913 

76.69 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“ Residents”  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1. 

1 to  2. 

10 

0 

-m 

N 

10 

O 

10 

10 

N 

O 

\T. 

10 

^t 

0 

10 

cs 

10 

VO 

O 

LO 

'St 

65  and  Upwards. 

Total  Deaths  wh 

“Residents”  or 

Residents”  in  Inst 

in  the  Distri 

All  Causes  { ;;  ” 

196 

1 

47 

26 

12 

13 

7 ! 

21 

1 

26 

34 

232 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Small  Pox 

Measles  . 

24 

5 

10 

6 

3 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

I 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

2 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

12 

2 

8 

I 

1 

30 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

12 

I 

IO 

1 

21 

Rheumatic  Fever 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

20 

2 

4 

7 

7 

Bronchitis 

13 

6 

7 

34 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

22 

7 

6 

2 

2 

3 

2 

*3 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  organs 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 

16 

8 

4 

I 

2 

1 

5 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Diver 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnane)'  and  Parturition 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion, including  Premature  Birth 

IT 

10 

1 

I 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Suicide 

r 

I 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

61 

12 

2 

5 

6 

15 

21 

103 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

197 

47 

26 

12 

13 

7 

22 

36 

34 

232 

Sub-Entries,  included  in  above  figures 

Tetanus 

1 

Pneumonia  (other  forms) 

17 

6 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

11 

22 

TABLE  IV. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  the  year  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 
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All  Causes  f Certified 

All  Causes  { Uncertified 

6 

2 

2 

I 

11 

18 

6 

7 

5 

I $° 

, Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 
! Measles 
| Scarlet  Fever 

2 

3 

5 

Whooping  Cough  .. 
^Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

1 

2 

Erysipelas 

i Tuberculous  Meningitis 
| Abdominal  Tuberculosis  ( b ) 

1 Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

1 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) . . 

I 

1 

I 

2 

4 

Convulsions 

1 

I 

2 

2 

1 

5 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

2 

2 

7 

1 Diarrhoea  . . 

( Enteritis  . . 

1 

1 

5 

r 

1 

8 

Gastritis 

2 

2 

4 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 

Injury  at  birth 

Atelectasis 

/ Congenital  Malformations  ( c ) 

I 

1 

1 

2 

\ Premature  Birth 
i Atrophy,  Debility  and 

5 

I 

6 

6 

\ Marasmus 

2 

2 

Other  Causes 

1 

1 

Totals 

6 

2 

2 

I 

11 

18 

6 

7 

5 

47 

Nett  Births  in  the  year  : legitimate  368,  illegitimate  13. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  46,  illegitimate  infants  j. 


1 year. 


Heath  Town  Urban  District  Council 


Report 


of  the 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR, 


T.  F.  PICKERING, 


Assoc.  Royal  San.  Inst.  (Certified  Sanitary  and 
Meat  Inspector), 


Upon  the  Work  of  the  Inspection  Department, 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  1913. 
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Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  by  me  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  etc.,  in 
your  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

During  the  year  I have  made  4,541  inspections,  re-inspections 
and  calls,  and  upon  reference  to  the  Summary  at  the  end  of  this 
Report  the  result  of  my  work  can  be  readily  seen.  1,148 
Nuisances  have  been  discovered  whilst  making  the  above  inspec- 
tions, which  have  rendered  it  necessary  for  me  to  issue  383 
Preliminary  Notices  and  12  duly  Authorised  Statutory  Notices. 
In  addition  to  these,  515  letters  have  been  written  chiefly  bearing 
upon  work  necessary  to  be  explained  after  notices  are  issued. 

In  reference  to  the  above  work  I have  received  approximately 
1,023  calls  from  property  owners,  occupiers  or  other  persons  in- 
terested, and  am  constantly  visiting  property  with  owners 
explaining  work  to  be  done ; and  from  this  it  will  be  seen  that  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  has  to  be  spent  in  advising  as  to 
carrying  out  the  work  after  the  Council  have  begun  to  take 
action. 

In  June  last  I received  a visit  from  one  of  the  Inspectors  of 
the  L.  G.  B.,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  him  into  every  street 
in  the  District  (including  Moseley  Village  area),  and  explaining 
where  work  had  been  done  both  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
and  Housing  Act,  and  the  action  the  Council  were  then  taking 
towards  other  property.  We  also  visited  the  slaughter-houses 
and  cowsheds.  Sanitary  work  was  seen  in  progress,  and  the 
Inspector  expressed  his  satisfaction  of  what  was  being  done. 

The  tar  spraying  of  the  District  was  greatly  hindered  during 
the  summer,  owing  to  the  very  wet  season.  The  Council  have 
this  season  already  placed  the  orders  for  tar,  and  other  materials 
are  in  stock,  so  that  every  advantage  can  be  taken  when  the  roads 
are  dry. 

Allotments. — The  Council  have  now  provided  166  Allot- 
ments in  the  District  upon  an  approximate  area  of  12  acres. 
The  Allotments  upon  the  Bushbury  Road  are  in  very  great 
demand  by  the  inhabitants.  The  new  Allotments  provided  for 
Moseley  Village  are  now  practically  taken,  and  the  ground  will 
be  cultivated  during  the  present  year. 

Drainage. — During  the  year  161  premises  have  been  re 
drained,  and  in  each  case  water  or  waste  water  closets  provided. 
The  method  of  house  drainage  adopted  is  by  having  a discon- 
necting chamber  with  fresh  air  inlet  provided,  inspection  chamber 
at  each  angle  of  drain,  and  a ventilating  shaft  at  the  extreme  end. 
This  we  are  proving  as  being  the  best  method,  and  is  a decided 
advantage  to  the  property  owner  in  case  of  stoppages. 
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The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  have  decided  to  reduce  the 
cost  of  water  for  flushing  purposes  of  w.c.s,  and  this  should  prove 
an  impetus  for  the  owners  to  fix  w.c.s  instead  of  waste  water 
closets.  The  latter  type  of  closet  I am  recommending  upon 
every  occasion. 

The  Council  have  received  no  complaints  during  the  year  of 
Brook  pollution,  and,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  all 
the  properties  are  now  connected  to  the  foul  sewer. 

The  houses  upon  the  Willenhall  Road  have  not  been  con- 
nected up  to  the  Willenhall  sewer,  for  the  reason  that  the  Council 
are  waiting  for  the  agreement  to  be  drawn  up  by  the  Willenhall 
Council.  Owing  to  the  delay  and  the  heavy  costs  required  by 
Willenhall  Council,  the  Council  are  now  considering  other 
means  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  from  these  houses,  and  I hope 
that  during  the  present  year  this  will  be  accomplished. 

The  houses  upon  Deans  Road,  31  in  number,  are  situated 
about  900  feet  from  the  nearest  manhole  upon  the  sewer,  and  of 
these  21  are  drained  into  cesspits,  and  the  remaining  10  discharge 
the  sewage  upon  the  land.  The  cesspits  are  emptied  by  the 
Council’s  men,  and  during  the  past  year  I have  received  no 
complaints  of  nuisances. 

Disinfections.— Sixty-six  houses  have  been  disinfected  after 
cases  of  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  and  tuberculosis,  and  60  lots  of 
infected  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected.  Owing  to  an  out- 
break of  scarlet  fever  at  St.  Faith’s  School,  I had  the  Infants’  and 
Mixed  School  thoroughly  disinfected,  attention  being  given  to 
the  slates  and  modelling  clay  used  by  the  children. 

Infectious  Disease. — I have  investigated  64  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  five  cases  of  diphtheria,  five  typhoid,  two  puerperal  fever,  six 
ophthalmia  neonatorum,  53  cases  of  scarlet  fever  being  removed 
to  the  hospital  and  one  treated  at  home.  Four  cases  of  diphtheria 
were  treated  at  home  and  one  at  the  Union  Infirmary.  Four 
cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  treated  at  home  and  one  at  the 
General  Hospital.  Three  of  the  ophthalmia  cases  were  treated 
at  the  Eye  Infirmary,  two  at  the  Workhouse,  and  one  at  home. 
Four  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  death  of  tuberculous 
patients.  In  connection  with  the  above  infectious  cases  82 
school  notes  have  been  issued. 

Scavenging. — 30,366  Ashpits,  Tins  and  Closets  have  been 
emptied  during  the  year,  resulting  in  (approx.)  3,590  tons  of 
rubbish  being  removed.  Twenty-seven  complaints  have  been 
received  of  closets  not  been  emptied.  During  the  year  I have 
received  no  complaints  of  offensive  smells  from  the  removal  of 
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nightsoil  and  emptying  of  cesspits,  and  this  I consider  is  due  to 
the  use  of  the  Tumbler  Cart  and  the  care  of  the  men  in  deposit- 
ing filth  upon  the  roads.  I anticipate  that  at  the  end  of  the 
present  year  we  shall  have  no  earth  closets  where  there  is  a sewer, 
and  we  shall  then  be  able  to  re  arrange  all  the  scavenging  work. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  waste  water  closet  still  predominates 
in  the  District,  and  the  reasons  put  forward  by  the  owners  are 
the  expenses  incurred  in  plumbing  during  frosty  weather  and 
the  Water  Rate.  It  is  obvious  that  the  cost  of  unstopping  a 
waste  water  closet  is  no  more  than  the  cost  of  the  above.  During 
the  year  121  dry  ash  closets  have  been  altered  to  waste  water 
closets  and  water  closets. 

The  approximate  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the 
District  at  the  end  of  the  year  were:  Water  closets  281,  waste 
water  closets  1,060,  dry  ash  closets  784,  privy  middens  4. 

Slaughterhouses. — We  have  nine  slaughter-houses  in  the 
District,  one  only  of  which  is  licensed,  the  others  being  regis- 
tered. These  are  usually  visited  twice  per  week  at  times  of 
slaughtering,  and  I find  that  after  the  work  of  slaughtering  is 
done  the  premises  are  all  well  cleaned  down.  There  have  been 
no  prosecutions  for  meat  seizure  during  the  past  year.  I have 
been  called  upon  by  the  butchers  to  examine  doubtful  carcases, 
and  this  has  resulted  in  having  destroyed,  with  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  four  fore  quarters  of  beef  and  internal  organs,  25  lungs, 
and  nine  livers  have  been  destroyed,  amounting  in  all  to  about 
3^  cwt. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — Ninety  inspections  of 
the  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  have  been  made.  We  have 
six  cowkeepers  in  the  District,  and  24  registered  milksellers, 
four  persons  having  been  registered  during  the  year.  The  build- 
ings are  all  drained,  and  no  complaints  have  had  to  be  made  to 
the  owners,  beyond  the  reminding  of  limewashing. 

Workshops  and  Bakehouses. — 116  inspections  of  bake- 
houses, workshops  and  factories  have  been  made.  Two  notices 
of  outworkers  from  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Wolverhampton, 
have  been  received.  One  work  during  the  year  has  abolished 
the  earth  closet  system,  substituting  the  water  carriage  system, 
and  have  provided  proper  urinals. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  to  most  of  the  houses  is 
supplied  by  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation.  During  the  year 
two  wells  have  been  closed  and  water  provided  for  five  houses. 
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During  the  year  the  Council  have  provided  a hand  am- 
bulance for  the  removal  of  dead  bodies  to  the  mortuary,  and  a 
horse  ambulance  for  the  removal  of  infectious  cases  to  the 
hospital.  The  latter  has  been  greatly  appreciated  by  the  persons 
who  have  used  same. 

Complaints  received  and  dealt  with. 

Sanitary  defects  and  other  nuisances  ...  ...  20 

Requests  to  have  privies  and  ashpits  emptied  ...  27 

Ashpits  emptied  by  Council  during  year  ...  ...  30,366 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  during  the  year  1913. 

Number  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  290 

Number  of  Bakehouses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  33 

Workshops  and  Factories  inspected  ...  ...  ...  83 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  733 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  ...  ...  90 

Meat  and  Food  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  690 

Piggeries,  Fowls,  and  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  315 

Stables  and  Stable  Yards  inspected  ...  ...  ...  35 

Ashpits  reported  for  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  53 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  ...  ...  — 

Cases  of  Certified  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  77 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  74 

Re-inspections,  calls,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,740 

Inspections  of  Ashpits  and  Water  Closets  ...  ...  5,115 

Nature  of  Nuisances  Discovered. 

The  house  or  part  of  the  house  in  a dirty  condition  ...  23 

The  house  or  part  of  the  house  in  a damp  condition  ...  27 

The  house  or  part  of  the  house  in  a dilapidated  condition  5 

The  house  or  part  of  the  house  being  overcrowded  ...  6 

Insufficient  or  improper  closet  accommodation  ...  — 

Closets  being  improperly  situated  ...  ...  ...  — 

Karth  closets  or  cesspits  being  a nuisance  ...  ...  170 

Waste  water  closets  choked  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Sinks  being  foul,  improperly  constructed  and  drained  ...  18 

The  drain  and  inlets  being  untrapped  ...  ...  5 

The  drains  being  foul  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

The  drains  being  stopped  or  choked  ...  ...  ...  38 

The  drains  being  defective  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Premises  without  proper  means  of  drainage  ...  jj 
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Rain  water  pipes  or  gathering  being  defective  ...  20 

Roofs  of  houses  being  defective  ...  ...  ...  12 

The  floors  of  yards  and  closets  being  in  an  insanitary 

condition  for  want  of  proper  paving  ...  ...  43 

Floors  of  yards  or  closets  being  defective  ...  ...  9 

The  out-buildings  being  dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  13 

The  ashpits  being  foul  or  defective  ...  ...  ...  118 

Animal  or  animals  so  as  to  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  17 

Accumulation  of  offensive  matter  ...  ...  ...  19 

Urinals  being  improper^  constructed,  drained  or  offensive  2 
Premises  without  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rain  water  cisterns  being  foul  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dangerous  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Privy  middens  connected  to  drain  ...  ...  ...  — 

Bath  outlets  untrapped  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


Improvements  made  in  compliance  with  Notices. 


Drains  re- constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  161 

,,  Improved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  66 

,,  Traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

,,  Sinks  provided  or  re-constructed  ...  ...  10 

,,  Waste  water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  Ashpits  or  ashbins  provided  and  repaired  ...  62 

,,  Water  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Ashpits  emptied  by  request  ...  ...  ...  36 

,,  Yards  and  channels  re-laid  and  repaired  ...  43 

,,  Wells  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Cleaned  or  whitewashed  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  Spouting  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Generally  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

,,  Animals  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  Offensive  matter  removed  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  Outdoor  premises  limewashed  and  repaired  ...  56 

,,  Other  amendments  or  nuisances  abated  ...  70 

,,  Choked  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 


Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops’  Orders,  1886. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under 
this  order : — 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected  ...  ...  90 

Registration  of  Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors  of  Milk  4 
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Nature  of  Nuisances  Discovered. 

Walls  of  Cowshed  in  a dirty  condition  ...  ...  i 

Premises  without  means  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  i 

Premises  defectively  drained  ...  ...  ...  — 

Drains  choked 

Paving  in  Cowsheds  defective  ...  ...  ...  i 

Untrapped  openings  in  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  — 


Improvements  made  in  compliance  with  Notices  Served. 

Walls  of  Cowsheds  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  i 

Premises  properly  drained 

Drains  improved  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  — 

Floors  and  Channels  repaired  and  re-laid  ...  ...  — 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Committee  have  been  en- 
gaged during  the  j^ear  in  attending  to  the  work  of  demolition  of 
houses,  where  orders  had  been  issued  for  this  work  to  be  carried 
out  previously,  and  the  carrying  out  of  sanitary  work  to  other 
premises. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  Act  there  have  been  88  houses 
demolished,  owing  to  their  insanitary  condition  ; and  during  this 
time  90  new  houses  have  been  built. 

The  courts  in  the  District  have  been  reduced  to  14,  and  these 
contain  60  houses,  all  of  which  have  good  air  space  and  have 
been  put  into  proper  sanitary  condition. 

The  Council  have  practically  dealt  with  all  the  back-to-back 
single  houses  and  poorer  class  of  house  in  the  District,  and  the 
remaining  work  to  be  done  under  the  Act  will  be  mostly  with 
houses  erected  during  the  last  25  years,  and  these,  from  general 
visits,  are  in  very  fair  condition.  Owing  to  the  large  number  of 
houses  demolished,  we  expected  to  get  overcrowding  by  two  or 
more  families  living  together,  but  this  has  only  occurred  in  about 
three  cases,  and  then  the  cause  has  been  through  failure  to  pay 
the  rent  and  the  landlord  turning  them  out.  Otherwise  I have 
not  heard  of  very  great  difficulty  in  people  obtaining  houses. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT. 


Number  of  houses  inspected 

Number  of  houses  reported  for  closure 

Number  of  houses  closed 

Number  of  houses  reported  for  demolition 

Number  of  houses  demolished  during  year 

Number  of  houses  re-opened  after  repairs  carried  out 

Number  of  notices  issued  for  repairs  to  be  carried  out 


67 

55 

4i 

6 

35 

6 

67 
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Nature  of  Defects  found. 


- 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Houses  without  proper  means  of  ventilation 

8 

7 

Windows  not  opening  ... 

21 

1 14 

Defective  roofs  ... 

31 

44 

Dirty  walls 

136 

368 

Damp  walls 

27 

73 

Guttering  defective 

10 

59 

Paving  defective 

36 

112 

Sinks  defective 

27 

58 

Premises  insufficiently  drained  ... 

25 

59 

Outbuildings  dilapidated 

12 

84 

Earth  closets  foul 

49 

98 

Defective  plans 

8 

11 

Dangerous  buildings 

2 

6 

Miscellaneous  ... 

25 

17 

Waste  water  closets 

76 

Water  closets  ... 

— 

19 

Bins  provided  ... 

— 

74 

T.  F.  PICKERING, 

Inspector  under  Town  Planning  Act. 
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TABLE  VII. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done  in  the  Nuisance  Inspector’s  De= 
partment  during  the  year  1913,  in  Urban  District  of  Heath  Town. 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances  Abated 
after  Notices  by 

Inspec- 
tions and 
Observa- 
tions 
made. 

Defects 

found. 

Informal 

by 

Inspector. 

Formal 

by 

Authority 

Inspector. 

Authority 

c n 

co  ^ 

' Foul  Conditions 

Jo 

Uh  0 

0 * . 

Structural  Defects 

357 

439 

254 

47 

470 

464 

2m 

Overcrowding 

6 

6 

2 

4 

2 

w 5 

r 

.Unfit  for  Habitation  .. 

55 

55 

55 

Lodging  Houses 

Dairy  and  Milkshops 

90 

1 

1 

1 

Cowsheds  . . . . 

Bakehouses 

33 

2 

2 

2 

Slaughter-houses 

733 

3 

3 

3 

Caual  Boats 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

5ii5 

292 

125 

8 

62 

74 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and 

Manure 

35 

19 

19 

19 

Water  Closets 

2400 

88 

70 

88 

95 

. f Defective  Traps  . . 'J 

w 0 1 

w < . 

g 2 < No  Disconnection  . . > 

57o 

180 

168 

148 

193 

£2  I 

1 

Q ^Otlier  Faults  . . J 

Water  Supply 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Pigsties 

3i5 

67 

17 

2 

15 

2 

Animals  improperly  kept 

16 

2 

16 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

10 

Smoke  Nuisances 

Other  Nuisances 

20 

70 

70 

70 

Totals 

9740 

1168 

741 

68 

900 

887 

32 


Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  done— (continued). 


Unwholesome  Food — 

Number  of  Seizures 
Condemned  by  Magistrate 
Prosecutions  for  Exposing  for  Sale 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 
Food  and  Drugs  Act— 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis 
Number  found  Adulterated,  &c. 

Proceedings  taken 

Number  of  Convictions 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis 

•'  » condemned  as  unfit  for  use 


Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease  — 

Lots  of  Infected  Bedding  disinfected  or  destroyed 
Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease 
Schools  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  not  notifying  Existence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 

Prosecutions  for  exposure  of  Infected  Persons  or  things 
Convictions  ditto  ditto 


25 

1 


70 

66 


( Signed ) T.  F.  PICKERING, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


TABLE  VIII. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  homework. 


(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  Outwork  which  are 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 


-HOME  WORK. 


